
– coming to grips with 

variable weather

MetAccess is a computer tool 

developed by CSIRO for rapid 

analysis of historical weather data. 

The program gives users simple and 

variability and assess the likelihood 

of weather events.  Long term 

daily meteorological data can be 

summarised in tables or graphs, 

to help the user assess and better 

manage the impact of weather in 

business, research and

everyday life.

MetAccess®
MetAtt ccess does not predict the
weather but enables users to 
evaluate historical weather da
to make more informed decis



Who should use MetAccess?
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There’s more to the weather than rain

Harnessing weather records
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Getting the hard facts on the season
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First a search is made for weather records within 12km of a 
chosen locality in the Barossa Valley of South Australia.

What is the risk of a late frost at this location?

Using data from 1952 until the present, MetAccess calculates 
that the likelihood of at least one day with frost after 1 October is 
44% but the chance of getting 5 frosts is remote –less than 4%.

MetAccess enables scrutiny of the past season by all 
wine industry players; grape growers, wine makers, 
investors, insurers and economists.

The 2006 frosts also struck late in the 
season, with 5 frost days in October … the 
most for that month on record (along with 
1960 and 1970)

Records from around Nuriootpa show 
that 58 days with frost occurred in 2006 
...the second highest for any year since 
1959.



Probabilities

Using 106 years of records from Harden, MetAccess shows 
that there is an 85% chance of receiving 25mm rain over 7 days 
between mid-February and mid-May.
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For information
on pricing and purchase, contact:

Horizon Agriculture Pty Limited
PO Box 598, Roseville, NSW 2069

Email: horizonag@hzn.com.au
Website: www.hzn.com.au/metaccess.htm

For technical information
about the program, contact:

SIRO Plant Industry Communications Unit
GPO Box 1600, Canberra, ACT 2601

Phone: 1300 363 400
Email: grazplan@csiro.au

Website: www.grazplan.csiro.au

Horizon Agriculture
LINKING SCIENCE TO PRODUCTIVE SOLUTIONS

Availability of data


